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From5 Your5 Bishops'5 Heart

*UHHWLQ JV�

We are so honored to have you on board as a First Met member!

This booklet was created to help you get acquainted with your new

church family and to answer some of the questions you may have.  This

information was selected to give you an overview of who we are and

how we function.  You have joined a Biblically-based, spirit-led, Christ-

centered, family-oriented church.   As your Bishop and Executive Pastor,

we are always accessible to you.

We encourage you to �nish your New Members class, get involved, and

get to know others.Our prayer is that you will complete our discipleship

process of Belonging, Connecting, Growing and ultimately Serving!

)LUVW� 0 HW� LV� D � IULHQ G O\� F K X UF K �� :H� D UH� Q R W� S HUIHF W� � E X W� ZH� VWULYH� WR � JUR Z� D Q G

PD WX UH� ZLWK � WK H� JR D O� WR � E HF R PH� OLN H� &K ULVW�b � :H� ZHO F R PH� \R X � D Q G � VLQ F HUHO\

ZD Q W� WR � G R � D OO� ZH� F D Q � WR � PD N H� \R X � IHHO� D W� K R PH� � � E H F D X VH� \R X � D UH� WUX O\� D W

WK H� S OD F H� ZK HUH� Í < R X � %HOR Q J�Î b � /HW� X V� N Q R Z� K R Z� ZH� F D Q � E HWWHU� VHUYH� \R X

D Q G � K HOS � \R X � JHW� VHWWOHG � LQ �

:HOF R PH� D JD LQ �b � :H� OR R N � IR UZD UG � WR � PHHWLQ J� \R X � S HUV R Q D OO\� D W� WK H� 1HZ

0 HPE HUV� )HOOR ZVK LS �

/R YH� D Q G � 3 HD F H�

%LVK R S � 	� /D G \� 2
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0LVVLRQ�9LVLRQ�6WDWHPHQW

7KH� PL VVL RQ� RI � )L UVW� 0HWURS RO L WDQ� L V� WR� E H� D� '\QDPL F � &RQJUHJDWL RQ� � WKDW� 'HF O DUHV

* RG ÎV�:RUG �WR�RXU�&RPPXQL W\�DQG �E H\RQG � �WKDWb

'UDZ V� S HRS O H� WR� &KUL VW� � WKDW� O HDG V� S HRS O H� WR� 'HYHO R S � D� JRG O \� O L IHVW\O H�� DQG � VHHN V� WR

'HPRQVWUDWH�* RG ÎV�O RYH�WKURXJK�VHUYL F H�
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Vision Statement

:H � DUH� D� IDPL O \� RI � IDL WK�� O HDG L QJ� S HRS O H� WR� E HF RPH� IXO O \� G HYHO RS L QJ� IRO O RZ HUV� RI � &KUL VW� E \

%HO RQJL QJ��&RQQHF WL QJ��* URZ L QJ��DQG �6 HUYL QJ�

%(/21*, 1*

:H � VWUL YH� WR� L QWURG XF H� S HRS O H� WR� &KUL VW� DQG � WR� WKH� IDPL O \� RI � * RG � E \� JL YL QJ� WKHP� D� VHQVH� RI

DF F HS WDQF H�� RZ QHUVKL S �� UHVS RQVL E L O L W\�� XUJHQF \� RI � J L YL QJ� WKHL U� O L IH � WR� &KUL VW�� DQG � D� VHQVH� RI

E HO RQJL QJ� WR� WKH� %RG \� RI � &KUL VW� DQG � WKH� IDPL O \� RI � * RG � � %HO RZ � DUH� WKUHH� N H\� VWHS V� Z H� G R� L Q

RUG HU�WR�KHO S �S HRS O H�E HO RQJ�WR�WKH�%RG \�RI �&KUL VW�

&211(&7 , 1*

:H � E HO L HYH� O L IH � F KDQJH� KDS S HQV� L Q� WKH� F RQWH[W� RI � UH O DWL RQVKL S V� WKURXJK� F RPPXQL W\� O L IH

JURXS V� � &RPPXQL W\� O L IH � JURXS V� E UL QJ� S HRS O H� WRJHWKHU � � * RG � F UHDWHG � XV� WR� O L YH� L Q� F RPPXQL W\

Z L WK� RWKHUV�� DQG � L W� L V� RQO \� WKHQ� WKDW� Z H� F DQ� H [S HUL HQF H� WKH� IXO O � O L IH � + H � L QWHQG V� IRU� XV� � :H

L QYL WH�RXU�PHPE HUV�DQG �YL VL WRUV�WR�E H�D�S DUW�RI �RQH �RI �RXU�F RPPXQL W\�JURXS V�

*52:, 1*
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We want you to grow spiritually as a member of First Metropolitan Church. We believe when

one matures spiritually, it will cause one to grow emotionally, intellectually and socially.

Growing spiritually means to mature as a disciple of Jesus Christ becoming more like Him in

thought and behavior. Therefore, at First Met, we help our members grow spiritually through

these ministries.

6(59, 1*

Have you been looking for a way to get more involved at First Met? Are you hearing the call of

God serve others with your time, talents and treasures? At First Met you will �nd many

di�erent ways to answer the call.

ƒ 5 ª 5 ••
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What5 We5 Believe

�6CIH  �C8

.9  69@=9J9 H<5H H<9F9 =G CB@M CB9 �C8  K<C  9L=GHG =B H<F99 8=GH=B7H D9FGCBG� �C8  H<9

�5H<9F� �C8  H<9 *CB�  5B8  �C8  H<9  C@M *D=F=H
 ��9IH9FCBCAM  ����  !G5=5< ���
�	

�

%5HH<9K ���
��  $I?9  �����

�6CIH  "9GIG �<F=GH

We�believe�that�Jesus�the�Christ�was�born�to�a�virgin�named�Mary,�that�He�is�both�God

and�man,� that� He� never� sinned,� and� that� He� performed�miracles.� Jesus� died,� was

buried,�and�rose�from�the�dead�so�that�all�sins�can�be�forgiven.�Jesus� is�now�with�the

Father� in� heaven� but� will� someday� return� to� earth� in� power� and� glory.� (John� 1:1;

Philippians�2:5,�6;�Luke�1:26-38;�Hebrews�7:26;�Acts�2:22;�1�Corinthians�15:3;�Matthew

28:6;�Acts�1:9-11)

�6CIH  H<9  C@M *D=F=H

We�believe�that�the�Holy�Spirit�indwells�every�Christian�and�that�He�provides�the�power

for�living�a�life�that�pleases�God.�The�Holy�Spirit�guides�the�believer�to�what�is�true�and

strengthens�him�to�resist�what�is�not�from�God.�The�Holy�Spirit�also�gives�every�believer

at�least�one�spiritual�gift�for�the�building�up�of�the�church�and�GodÑs�glory.�We�are��lled

by� the�Holy�Spirit�when�we�yield� to�GodÑs�authority� in�our� life�and�ask�Him� to��ll�us.

(Romans� 12:1,� 2;� 1� Thessalonians� 5:23;� Hebrews� 13:12;� Luke� 24:49;� Acts� 1:4,� 8;� I

Corinthians�12:�1-13;�Ephesians�5:18)

„  ª  ••
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�6CIH  H<9 �=6@9

.9  69@=9J9 H<9 �=6@9 =G =BGD=F98 6M �C8  5B8 H<5H  =G *D=F=H 8=F97H98 A9B  HC KF=H9

 =G KCF8G� H<9F9:CF9� K9  69@=9J9 H<5H =H 7CBH5=BG BC 9FFCFG
 ��  +=ACH<M ��
�	
��  


+<9GG5@CB=5BG ��
��  �  '9H9F 
��
�

�6CIH  %5B?=B8

.9  69@=9J9 H<5H 5@@ D9CD@9 5F9 7F95H98 =B H<9 =A5;9  C: �C8  HC <5J9 :9@@CKG<=D K=H<

 =A  6IH 6975A9  5@=9B5H98 =B H<5H F9@5H=CBG<=D H<FCI;< G=B� F969@@=B; 5;5=BGH �C8 ÑG

K=@@
 +<9F9:CF9� 5 D9FGCB =G =B75D56@9 C: F9;5=B=B; 5 F=;<H F9@5H=CBG<=D K=H< �C8

H<FCI;< <=G CF <9F CKB 9‹CFH 5@CB9� F5H<9F� F=;<H :9@@CKG<=D 7CA9G H<FCI;< :5=H< =B

"9GIG �<F=GH
 ��9B9G=G 
����  )CA5BG �����  �5@5H=5BG �����  �D<9G=5BG ����  ��

�6CIH  *5@J5H=CB

.9  69@=9J9 H<5H H<9 6@CC8 C: "9GIG �<F=GH 5G 5 F9GI@H C:  =G KCF? CB H<9 7FCGG

DFCJ=89G H<9 GC@9 65G=G :CF H<9 :CF;=J9B9GG C: G=B
 +<9F9:CF9� CB@M H<CG9 K<C D@579

H<9=F :5=H< =B "9GIGÑ G57F=Œ79 CB H<9 7FCGG K=@@ 69  G5J98
 .<9B  5 D9FGCB 69@=9J9G =B

"9GIG� �C8  ;=J9G H<5H D9FGCB 5 6F5B8 B9K  @=:9 5B8 <9 CF G<9 =G 6CFB 5B9K
  �$I?9

������  "C<B ����  )CA5BG 
��
�	
��  �D<9G=5BG ����  �5@5H=5BG ����

�6CIH  H<9 �<F=GH=5B $=:9

.9  69@=9J9 H<5H 5@@ �<F=GH=5BG G<CI@8 69  8=G7=D@9G C: "9GIG �<F=GH� @=J=B; :CF  =A  5B8

BCH :CF H<9AG9@J9G
 �M  C69M=B; �C8 ÑG 7CAA5B8G 5G :CIB8  =B H<9 �=6@9 5B8 6M

M=9@8=B; 85=@M HC H<9 *D=F=H C: �C8�  9J9FM 69@=9J9F 75B A5HIF9 5B8 69  7CB:CFA98 HC

H<9 @=?9B9GG C: "9GIG �<F=GH
 �'<=@=DD=5BG 
���	���  "C<B 
��  ���  ���  )CA5BG 
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About Eternity

We�believe�that�those�who�have�placed�their�faith�in�Jesus�Christ�will�live�eternally

with�God� in�heaven�and�that�those�who�have�not�placed�their�faith� in�Jesus�will

live� eternally� separated� from� God� in� hell.� (Matthew� 25:46;� Mark� 9:43-48;

Revelation�19:20;�20:1-15;�21:8)

About the Church

We�believe�that�the�church�is�the�body�of�Christ,�of�which�Jesus�Christ�is�the�head.

The� members� of� the� church� are� those� who� have� placed� their� faith� in� Jesus’

sacri�ce�on�the�cross,�His�death,�His�burial,�His�resurrection,�His�ascension,�and�His

ultimate� return� for� the� church.� The�purpose� of� the� church� is� to� glorify�God�by

loving�Him,�living�as�He�instructed�in�the�Word,�and�making�Him�known�to�this�lost

world.�(Ephesians�1:22,�23;�Colossians�1:18;�Matthew�28:18-20)

†  ª  ••
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� ZdE  �AZhg  .e

We�are�disciples�of�Jesus�Christ�and�are�called� to� reach�and� lead�people� to�become

fully�devoted�followers�of�Him.�Everything�we�do�as�a�church�is�to�make�and�strengthen

disciples�for�Jesus�Christ�and�follow�His�mandate.

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been

given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of

the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV2011)

We�Value�Worship!

We�believe�that�worship�is�the�chief�priority�of�man.�We�encourage�the�free�expression

of� reverence� to�God�privately�as�well�as� in� the�assembly�of�believers,� in� spirit�and� in

truth.

We�Value�Community!

We�are�intentional�about�the�establishment�of�relationships.

We�Value�Unity!

We�are�one�biblical�community,�who�moves�enthusiastically�and� joyfully� in� the�same

direction�under�Christ�and�the�senior�pastors.

~ } 5 ª 5 ••
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We�Value�Commitment!

We� believe� the� commitment� to� the� local� church� is� expressed� in� a� lifestyle� of� faith

through�worship,�Bible� study,� small�group� involvement,� service,�evangelism�and� the

giving�of�oneÑs��nancial�resources�to�support�the�church.

We�Value�Family

We�acknowledge�the�family�as�a�creation�of�God�to�provide�stability�in�society�and�to

perpetuate�godliness.�We�believe�that�the�roles�of�husband,�wife,�children�and�parent

should�be�enhanced�and�encouraged�with�biblical�instruction.

We�Value�Leadership!

We� believe� that� leaders� are� called� and� should� be� spiritual,� maturing,� committed,

trained�and�empowered

We�Value�Excellence!

We�believe�valuing�excellence�means�there�is�accountability�to�God�and�to�each�other,

and�that�we�will�continually�evaluate�to�improve�what�we�do.

~ ~  ª  ••
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,g9JJ

Sta� Member Name/Role Email Address

Bishop John D. Ogletree, Jr.

Founder

Bishopo@�rstmet.org

Dr. Evelyn L. Ogletree

Executive Pastor

Ladyo@�rstmet.org

Pastor Johnny Ogletree III

Senior Pastor

Pastorjohnny@�rstmet.org

Dr. Quinita Ogletree 

First Lady/Human Resources/RCDC

Sisterqdo@�rstmet.org

Linda Burnett

Administration

Lburnett@�rstmet.org

Natisha Fowler

Executive Pastor Assistant

Natisha.fowler@�rstmet.org

William Garza

Sound Director

wgarza@�rstmet.org

Ruth Goolsby

Music Director

rgoolsby@�rstmet.org

Bridgjette Jackson-Taylor

Performing Arts Director

bjtaylor@�rstmet.org

Additional Church Services - info@�rstmet.org

125 - 5 22
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For Baby Dedications * Counseling Center * Facility Usage Request * Funerals *

Membership Information * Weddings

Complete the appropriate form located at my�rstmet.com > Connect > Member

Service Forms

~ €  ª  ••
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https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2012.25
https://www.amazon.com/Say-Yes-No-Debt-Financial/dp/0310343968/ref=la_B01GD7S7U8_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1487857716&sr=1-1
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GriefShare

�F=9: *<5F9 =G 5 :F=9B8@M� 75F=B; ;FCID  C: D9CD@9 K<C K=@@ K5@? 5@CB;G=89 MCI

H<FCI;< CB9 C: @=:9’G ACGH 8=Ž7I@H 9LD9F=9B79G
 0CI  8CB’H <5J9 HC ;C  H<FCI;< H<9

;F=9J=B; DFC79GG 5@CB9
 (I=B7M ʻ*?=D’ & �F9B85   5FJ9M z %CB85M z ����  '%  J=5

1CCA  	  6>HI7?9F	<5FJ9M@G67;@C65@
B9H
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Community�Life�Groups�are�small�groups� that�meet�weekly� to�Ðdo� life� togetherÑ.

They�are�facilitated�by�trained�group�leaders�and�mentored�by�community�group

directors.� Please� visit� Fellowship� One� for� a� list� of� all� groups� and� additional

information.

'F=A5FM�'IFDCG9 �C:��FCIDG

All�groups�at�First�Metropolitan�Church�are�categorized�as�one�of� the� four� types

listed�below:

1.�Faith:�To�provide�personal�growth�through�biblical�studies.

2.�Fellowship:�To�connect�with�people�on�a�more�casual�level.

3.�Fun:�To�connect�people�with�similar�hobbies/interests.

4.�Focus:�To�study�a�speci�c�theme/subject�to�enhance�and�better�equip�the

life�of�the�believer.

16 5 - 5 22
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New5 Member5 Orientation

+<9 �=FGH %9HFCDC@=H5B �<IF7<  �FCKH< +F57? ;I=89G MCI HC 8=G7CJ9F MCIF

F989ADH=J9 DIFDCG9 5B8 @=J9 H<9 @=:9 �C8  7F95H98 :CF MCI
 +<9 �FCKH< +F57? =G

A589  ID  C: :CIF GH9DG H<5H 9EI=D MCI HC� 
�  69@CB;=B; HC �<F=GH 5B8  =G 7<IF7<� ��

7CBB97H=B; K=H< CH<9F 69@=9J9FG H<FCI;< ;C8@M F9@5H=CBG<=DG� ��  ;FCK=B; =B CB9’G

:5=H< 5B8 =B �C8 ’G ;F579� 5B8� ��  G9FJ=B; �C8  H<FCI;< H<9 8=G7CJ9FM C: MCIF �C8	

;=J9B ;=:HG HC A5?9  5 8=‹9F9B79 =B H<9 @=J9G C: CH<9FG H<FCI;< G9FJ=B;


Belonging

�9  5GGIF98 C: MCIF G5@J5H=CB 5B8 K<5H

=H A95BG HC 69@CB; HC MCIF 7<IF7<


Connecting 

�9J9@CD F9@5H=CBG<=DG K=H< CH<9F 69@=9J9FG H<FCI;< �CAAIB=HM  $=:9 �FCIDG


Growing

*HI8M �C8 ’G .CF8  5B8 ;FCK  =B MCIF :5=H< K<=@9 9LD9F=9B7=B; H<9 56IB85BH @=:9
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Fellowship� One� is� a� comprehensive� network� database� that� helps� to� connect

families�and� individuals� that� call� “First�Metropolitan”� their� church�home.� It�will

assist� in� maximizing� the� e�ectiveness� and� e�ciencies� needed� to� communicate

con�dentially�with�groups�and�other�members�of� the�church.�Fellowship�One� is

used� to� retrieve� information,� forms,� your� personal� giving� record� (which� can� be

viewed�by�you�only)�and�other�non-con�dential�data.

b+RZ�W R�JHW �FRQQHFW HG �ZLW K�)HOORZVKLS �2QH

1.�Visit�the�First�Metropolitan�Church�website�at�www.�rstmet.org

2.�Select�the�Member�Services�Tab�and�click�on�Member�Portal

3.�Select�Register�(Located�on�the�Top�Right�of�the�Screen)

4.�Fill�out�Registration�Form�and�Click�ʻCreate�An�Account’

5.�Retrieve�E-mail�Address�sent�by�Fellowship�One�to�your�personal�e-mail�and�

click�on�the�provided�web�link.�If�you�do�not�see�this�e-mail�in�your�inbox,�

please�check�your�junk/spam�e-mail.

6.�Click�Update�Pro�le�and��ll�out�First�Metropolitan’s�membership�

information.

7.�You�now�have�access�to�Fellowship�One�to�explore,�to�connect�and�to�grow.

*If�you�are�unable�to�register�in�Fellowship�One,�please�call�the�o�ce�at�713-983-

7878�or�email�info@�rstmet.org.
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Giving5 at5 First5 Met

Bring� the�whole� tithe� into� the� storehouse,� so� that� there�may� be� food� in�My

house,�and�test�Me�now�in�this,”�says�the�Lord�of�hosts,�“if�I�will�not�open�for�you

the�windows�of�heaven�and�pour�out�for�you�a�blessing�until� it�over�ows.

[a]

[b]

Malachi�3:10�(NASB)

Giving�is�an�important�aspect�of�being�a�disciple�of�Jesus�Christ.�Your�regular�tithes

(10%)� and� o�erings,� and� giving� to� special� events� are� needed.� This� ensures� the

overall� support� and� �nancial� strength� of� our� church,� along� with� the� ability� to

provide�services�to�our�congregation,�community�and�missions�abroad.

•}  ª  ••

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MALACHI%2B3%3A10&version=NASB&fen-NASB-23131a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MALACHI%2B3%3A10&version=NASB&fen-NASB-23131b
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Pastor Johnny Ogletree III

Dr. Quinita Ogletree

Bishop John D. Ogletree, Jr.

Dr. Evelyn Ogletree
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